
 

 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide you with the required steps to convert a VirtualBox OVA Image 

into VMware supported OVF Format. I’ve done this to install daloRadius on my ESX Server.  

 

First you have to add the downloaded OVA Image into VirtualBox. Make sure you have started the Virtual 

Appliance once. This will make sure, you going to export a working appliance. 
 

 
 
Do not select the “Write legacy OVF” checkbox and keep it als an OVA File. 

 

          
 

 

In the end, you will have one file:  

 

 

Convert VirtualBox into VMware supported OVF Format 
 

created by: Rainer Bemsel – Version 1.0 – Dated: Dec/06/2013 
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Next, I’m going to open the new OVA File into VMware Player. 

 

 
 
Click on Open a Virtual Machine and browse to the exported OVA File you’ve done before 
 

 
 
VirtualBox and VMware aren’t perfectly compatible, so you will most likely receive a warning message saying 

the the file “did not pass OVF specification conformance” – but if you click Retry, the virtual machine should 

import and function properly 
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In a short while, the OVA File is ready to go. 

 

 
 
Now power it on and see, if you can connect to. 

 

 

 
 
 
Shut down the appliance and get ready for the final conversion 
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Open VMware vCenter Converter Standalone. Select VMware Workstation source type and browse to the 

VMware Player folder (not the one you have exported from VirtualBox) 

 

 
 
Make sure, your ESX Server is running because the conversion will upload the new file to it. 

 

 
 
Name the Virtual Machine 
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Select the datastore, where you want to store the new virtual machine. 

 

 
 
There is no need to change anything during the conversion. I usually install and make changes afterwards. 
 

 
 
There is no need It doesn’t take that long to convert that small image. 
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Now, give it a try and power on the new virtual machine. 

 

 
 
Now, you are good to go.  

 

I’ve seen some guidelines on the internet to convert from VirtualBox direct to ESX by modifying the OFV 

Template, but that’s more time consuming and higher error rate. The additional step to import into the 

Player was more error free. 

 
 
 
 

 


